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Tasynthesis of critical studies of social media based on data-
driven analysis

sk

Maryam Razani®* Mohammad Hadi Homayoun™ Mohammadsadegh Nasrollahi

Abstract

Although social media has become an inseparable part of human life today, a serious
question arises as to whether this pervasive phenomenon is culturally neutral or
directional? The answer to this question is important because domestic social media
is adapted in terms of architecture and design logic, and it is natural that, assuming
the cultural directionality of foreign examples, it is reproducing the Western value
system. The aim of this article is to explore the perspective of Western scholars on
the cultural directionality of social media, and in this regard, the question arises as to
what cultural aspects of existing social media are harmful from the perspective of
Western scholars and how are they formed? To answer this question, a meta-
synthesis approach has been put on the agenda, and by using the method of
collecting text mining and the purposeful selection of scientific texts and the skill of
the data-based analysis method, the central category has been reached: "values,
norms, and self-centered needs" as the most important cultural and value aspect. In
this regard, the “neoliberal foundation” and “imperialism” were found to be the most
important causal conditions of this central category, as well as the most important
background conditions of “hybrid warfare” and “super surveillance security
commercial apparatus” and the most important intervening conditions were “user
ignorance” and “myth of inevitability”. The interaction between userS and the
mechanism of social media with important categories such as “algorithmic
governance”, “mind-distorting methods” and “virtual exploitation” were extracted
from the studied texts. And finally, consequences such as “destruction of civil
participation”, “plural gatherings”, “mental harm” and “cost of popularity” were
obtained.

Keywords: Social media, social media pathology, social media critique, virtual
culture, virtual lifestyle.
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Conceptual Development of Jurisprudential Deception and Its
Application in Commercial Advertising Based on Media Theories

Farzin Morsali* Seyed ali Hosseini™ Mohammad reza Borzooei**

Abstract

Commercial advertising in the modern world is a vast and ubiquitous phenomenon. Today,
commercial advertisesments, which by their nature are supposed to inform audiences about goods
and services, have abandoned that mission and, by employing sometimes elaborate tricks, aim
primarily to sell products to consumers. This study uses a qualitative research method. First, it
establishes that the category of deception lacks independence and is subsidiary to the concepts of
falsehood, harm, and nuisance. Then, by identifying the indicators of deception, it examines
some of the techniques used in contemporary commercial advertising that operate covertly and
in complex ways and draw on media theories of influence to change people’s attitudes and
lifestyles. In advertisements that secretly promote consumerism, fashion-following, brand
worship, installment purchases, the use of certain types of music, and similar devices, advertisers
alter priorities and represent false or nonessential wants as primary needs, causing the concept of
deception to undergo conceptual expansion. By conceptual expansion | mean a new and deeper
meaning than its previous sense within the scope of the modern world. It is noteworthy that in
the valuable juristic heritage this term was limited to particular, relatively simple forms of fraud
such as a matchmaker’s deception, the misrepresentation of an animal, and deception in
marriage. The conceptual expansion of deception yields consequences that appear in
jurisprudence and policymaking across various domains. Examples include the application of
duty-based and status-based legal rulings to deception, the necessity for the state to confront
widespread deceptions that disrupt people’s livelihoods, and the use of the broadened concept of
deception as a strategic principle in policymaking across multiple fields. The duties of the state
and the methods for confronting and eradicating these covert forms of deception in commercial
advertising are also investigated.

Keywords: Deception, Conceptual Development, Media Theories, Commercial Advertising.
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The Rhetoric of Jihad in Nahjul-Balaghah: A Neo-Aristotelian
Critique of Imam Ali’s (PBUH) War Sermons
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Abstract

Nahjul-Balaghah, as one of the most prominent rhetorical and literary works of Islam,
contains the war sermons of Imam Ali delivered in critical and sensitive historical
situations. These sermons are not only important from a literary and aesthetic perspective,
but also, as outstanding examples of persuasive rhetoric in the context of war and jihad,
have the capacity for deep rhetorical analysis. Despite extensive interpretative and literary
studies, a comprehensive and systematic analysis of the war sermons of Nahjul-Balaghah
using the method of the Neo-Aristotelian Critique has not been conducted so far. The
purpose of analyzing the rhetoric of jihad in Nahjul-Balaghah using the approach of the
Neo-Aristotelian Critique is to discover the rhetorical mechanisms of Imam Ali in dealing
with war situations and to identify the argumentative, validation, and emotional arousal
patterns in these sermons. Using purposive sampling, eighteen sermons were selected from
241 sermons in Nahjul-Balaghah and analyzed based on the components of the rhetorical
situation (speaker, audience, context) and the elements of ancient rhetoric (invention, order,
style). The results show that in the logos dimension, the Imam used a wide range of omitted
analogies, including similes, conditional, religious, and historical analogies. In the domain
of ethos, credibility has evolved from situational expertise to credibility based on
behavioral honesty, and in pathos, emotions have shifted from hope and motivation to
anger, regret, and despair. Stylistic analysis identified 112 literary devices in ten categories,
with simile, metaphor, and contrast being the most frequent. The most important
achievement is the mapping of the temporal evolution of rhetoric from “hopeful
persuasion” (36-37 AH) to “realistic reproach” (38 AH) and “moral despair” (39-40 AH).

Keywords: Neo-Aristotelian criticism, rhetoric of jihad, Nahjul-Balaghah, discourse
analysis, rhetorical innovation.
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Brigance, William Norwood ed., A History and Criticism of American

Public Address, 2 vols. (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1943). A third volume
was published in 1955: Marie Kathryn Hochmuth, ed., A History and
Criticism of American Public Address, 11 (New York: Longmans, Green,

1955).
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neo-Aristotelian approach because of Wichelns’s determination that the
purpose of rhetorical criticism was to uncover effects on the specific
audience. See G. P. Mohrmann and Michael C. Leff, “Lincoln at Cooper
Union: A Rationale for Neo-Classical Criticism,” Quarterly Journal of
Speech, (60), 463.
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Ronald.
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Altamira Press: 169-195.
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Investigating The Ethical Foundations of Artificial Intelligence
and Its Comparison with Islamic Anthropological and
Epistemological Principles

Nazila Khatib Zanjani*

Abstract

The rapid expansion of artificial intelligence and its growing penetration into diverse
domains of human life, coupled with the predominance of conventional and functionalist
approaches in contemporary Al ethics, has generated profound challenges concerning
the relationship between technology, human dignity, moral responsibility, and
epistemological foundations. In response to these challenges, the present study
undertakes a comparative examination of the ethical foundations of artificial intelligence
in relation to Islamic anthropological and epistemological principles. Employing a
documentary, comparative-analytical methodology, data were collected from
authoritative domestic and international sources and analyzed using Bereday’s
comparative method through four sequential stages: description, interpretation,
juxtaposition, and comparison.The findings reveal that although the ethical frameworks
of artificial intelligence, Islamic anthropology, and Islamic epistemology have emerged
within distinct technological, philosophical, and theological contexts, they exhibit
meaningful convergences at the level of foundational values, alongside notable structural
divergences. The comparative analysis demonstrates that all three frameworks converge
on the centrality of the human being, the rejection of reductionist conceptions of
humanity, and the affirmation of dignity, agency, rationality, and moral responsibility, as
well as a shared concern for justice, the common good, and the prevention of harm.
Nevertheless, the principal divergences reside in their theoretical and teleological
underpinnings. While Al ethics is largely characterized by a secular, application-oriented
orientation focused on the governance and regulation of technological systems, Islamic
anthropological and epistemological principles—grounded in theological and
philosophical foundations—emphasize the ontological dignity of the human person, the
moral orientation of knowledge, wisdom, and the meaningfulness of action and scientific
inquiry. Overall, the findings suggest that integrating and enriching the ethical
foundations of artificial intelligence through Islamic anthropological and epistemological
insights can contribute to the development of a contextually grounded, human-centered,
and value-oriented model for the responsible design, governance, and deployment of
artificial intelligence technologies.

Keywords: Ethical Principles, Artificial Intelligence, Anthropological, Epistemological.
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Abstract

Today, video games have become one of the most engaging media used by
humankind. Statistics show a growing trend in the use of this medium. One of the
important and influential elements in video games is story and narrative, which is
clearly employed in story-driven games. The present study seeks to trace the stages
of Christopher Vogler’s Hero’s Journey in game narratives and to examine the
transformations resulting from the entry of this cinematic narrative pattern into the
realm of video games. This research, using a qualitative content analysis method and
a coding protocol with MaxQDA software in a “directed” approach, has been
conducted on major and influential global games (God of War: Ragnardk) and
Iranian games (Children of Morta and Ambassador of Love). The article
demonstrates that Vogler’s Hero’s Journey narrative pattern—previously used in
cinematic storytelling—has also been applied in story-driven and narrative-based
video games. Although some stages of this narrative pattern have been omitted,
altered, or distributed among multiple characters, its overall structure has been
preserved. Consequently, in some games such as God of War, the hero’s journey
transforms into “heroes’ journeys,” with several parallel journeys narrated for
multiple heroes; in works such as Children of Morta, heroic characteristics are
distributed among several characters, while in the game Ambassador of Love some
stages have been removed. The analysis of these games shows that Vogler’s Hero’s
Journey model can effectively contribute to player engagement, and that even its
developed variations can be more impactful.
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The Role of Life Skills in Adolescents’ Religious Orientation:
Emphasizing Communication and Critical Thinking

Zahedeh Rahmanian” Abazar KafiMousavi**

Abstract

According to the Glock and Stark modelAdolescents’ religiosity, comprising the dimensions
of belief, ritual, experiential, and consequential/experiential practice, is shaped by social
institutions; nevertheless, globalization and digital media have contributed to a widening gap
between religious belief and practice. This study aimed to develop a culturally grounded
model for the religious education of adolescents in Isfahan, with a focus on life skills. A
mixed-methods design was employed: the quantitative sample consisted of 382 high school
students selected through cluster random sampling, while the qualitative sample comprised 84
students chosen through purposive sampling for semi-structured interviews, representing the
adolescent age group. Research instruments included questionnaires on life skills, religiosity,
adherence to religious beliefs, and religious orientation. Qualitative findings indicated that the
religious orientation of adolescents in Isfahan is the result of the interaction between family,
school, and society, as well as the development of life skills. These life skills, while mediating
between educational institutions and religiosity, contribute to the reproduction of local
religious values and symbols. Quantitative findings, supporting the qualitative results, showed
that life skills—particularly communication skills—have a significant but limited relationship
with various dimensions of religiosity. Variables such as gender, grade level, and age were
also influential in certain aspects of religiosity (p<.01). The combined results suggest that life
skills play a mediating role between educational institutions and adolescents’ religious
orientation, although the explained variance was limited (R?=.12-.04;p<.01). Consequently,
the religious orientation of Isfahan’s adolescents emerges from the interaction of educational
institutions within a local context, where life skills serve as an intermediary that facilitates the
internalization of beliefs and their translation into religious practice. Furthermore, in the local
model of religious education in Isfahan, the emphasis is on indirect teaching of life skills,
fostering critical thinking, enhancing media literacy, and promoting religious role modeling
within the family, school, and community.

Keywords: Adolescents’ Religiosity, Life skills, Isfahan localized model, Glock and Stark model.
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. Fundamental Reform Document of Education (FRDE)

. Pure Life

. Six Domains of Education

. Belief-based, Devotional, and Moral Education

. Religious Education

. Religiosity and Religious Practice

. Faith-to-Action Conversion

. Glock and Stark's Model (1965)

. Dimensions of Religiosity (Belief, Ritual, Experiential, Consequential/Experiential)
0. Selective Religious Identity
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11. Paul Kattingham

12. Primacy of Practice over Belief
13. Virtuous Dispositions

14. Melvina

15. Philipse

16. Reductionist Theories of Religion
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57. Creswell & Plano Clark's mixed-methods model
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Factors Influencing Female Student Teachers' Participation in

Religious Programs
(Case Study: Female Student Teachers at Bint al-Huda Sadr Campus, Rasht)

Sonia Zare Bazghaleh®

Abstract

This study aimed to identify the factors influencing the increased participation of
female student-teachers in religious programs at Bint al-Huda Sadr Campus in
Rasht. The research employed a survey method, and the statistical population
consisted of 1,300 undergraduate female student-teachers. Using stratified random
sampling, a sample of 297 participants (mean age: 20.47 years) was selected. Data
were collected through a researcher-made questionnaire containing 40 Likert-scale
items, with a confirmed reliability (Cronbach’s alpha = 0.82). Data analysis was
performed using descriptive statistics, Spearman correlation coefficient, and logistic
regression via SPSS software.

Descriptive findings revealed that individual factors had the highest mean score
M= 4.56?, with "awareness of the importance of religious participation" (M = 4.82)
and "use of modern technologies" (M = 4.73) ranking at the top. Social factors (M =
4.27) and environmental factors (M = 3.58) followed in subsequent ranks. Among
social factors, "family support” (M = 4.73) was the most influential, while
"alignment of programs with students’ needs" (M = 3.18) was the weakest
environmental factor. Correlation analysis indicated a positive relationship between
current and past participation in religious activities, and a negative relationship
between current participation and dissatisfaction with programs, lifestyle, and use of
modern technologies. Logistic regression analysis showed that the model explained
34% of the variance, with dissatisfaction with programs (OR = 10.45) being the
strongest predictor of decreased participation, followed by the use of modern
technologies (OR = 3.32) and personal time management (OR = 1.98).

The results indicate that environmental deficiencies constitute the main barrier to
religious (Joarticipation. Redesigning religious programs to better align with students’
needs and improving environmental structures is essential. The proposed conceptual
model can serve as a guide for policymakers and cultural managers aiming to
enhance religious engagement through structural reforms and content development
tailored to contemporary student expectations.

Keywords: Religious Participation, Student Teachers, Religious Programs, Higher
Education, Cultural Policies, Bint al-Huda Sadr Campus of Rasht.
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17. Kruskal-Wallis test
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Designing a Communication Model of Jihad-e Tabyin on Social
Media: Emphasizing Media Literacy and Its Implications for
Education in Advancing the Objectives of the Second Step
Statement of the Islamic Revolution

Ali jafari*

Abstract

The expansion of social media and its growing role in shaping public opinion,
narrative conflicts, and cognitive warfare have highlighted the need for innovative
strategies of Jihad-e Tabyin (clarification). This study aimed to develop a
communication model for Jihad-e Tabyin in social media, with an emphasis on media
literacy and its implications for education in advancing the objectives of the Second
Step Statement of the Islamic Revolution. The study was applied in purpose and
qualitative in approach, employing thematic analysis as its research strategy. Data
were collected through 15 semi-structured interviews with scholars and experts in
communication sciences, media, cultural policymaking, and educational sciences and
analyzed using Braun and Clarke’s thematic analysis approach. The findings yielded
73 initial codes, 19 subthemes, and six main themes: cognitive requirements, content
strategies, communication strategies, social media capacities, barriers and challenges,
and outcomes of Jihad-e Tabyin. The results indicated that enhancing media literacy,
effective narrative construction, fostering social hope, two-way interaction, social
networking, and leveraging technological capacities constitute essential requirements
for Jihad-e Tabyin in social media. The final model conceptualizes Jihad-e Tabyin as a
multidimensional and strategic process that can contribute to strengthening social
capital, public trust, and revolutionary identity and advancing the objectives of the
Second Step Statement of the Islamic Revolution. Based on the model, education can
contribute to these objectives by strengthening media literacy and critical thinking,
empowering teachers, fostering active and responsible students in digital
environments, and developing dialogue- and narrative-based educational practices.

Keywords: Communication Model, Jihad-e Tabyin, Social Media, Media Literacy,
Education, Second Step Statement of the Islamic Revolution.
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Identifying and Analyzing Teacher-Parent Communication Styles
in Elementary Schools: A Qualitative Study

Mohammad Alipour” Mohsen Ayati**

Abstract

The communication between teachers and parents is one of the fundamental elements in
the educational and developmental process of elementary school students and can
influence the quality of learning, social growth, and social capital of children. The
present study, adopting a phenomenological approach, aimed to identify and analyze the
communication styles between teachers and parents to uncover the participants' lived
experiences and meanings of these interactions. Data were collected through semi-
structured interviews with 18 teachers and 15 parents and analyzed using Colaizzi's
seven-step method, including the extraction of significant statements, formulation of
meanings, clustering of themes, and final validation. The findings indicated that
communication styles can be classified along a five-level spectrum: minimal and passive
communication, responsive and reactive communication, active and informed interactive
communication, collaborative and participatory communication, and empowering and
sustainable communication. At the lowest level, communication is primarily one-way
and formal, and parents have limited interaction experiences. In the middle levels,
dialogue and active participation increase, with parents playing a more active role in
exchanging ideas, monitoring educational matters, and making informed financial
contributions. At the highest level—empowering and sustainable communication—
continuous dialogue, joint decision-making, and shared educational responsibility are
emphasized, fostering trust and mutual accountability. This study demonstrates that
different communication styles not only shape parents' experiences with the school but
also affect the quality of the teaching—learning process and cultural-educational
cohesion. The findings provide practical guidance for teachers and school administrators
to recognize and strengthen effective communication styles, improve school-family
interactions, and promote sustainable participation and student development.
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Abstract

Modernity has made deep and profound changes to cultures by changing
lives and media and also by disseminating various user demands. Therefore,
emerging religious movements follow this rule. This study was aimed to
systematically review emerging religious movements. The present study was
exploratory based on its objectives and the outcome was developmental,
while qualitative data and the systematic review were conducted by the
meta-composite technique. The statistical population of the study was
comprised of previous research with keywords of “emerging religious
movements” in 13 articles released from 2010 to 2022. Findings indicated
that some 79 open codes were obtained regarding the explanation of
emerging religious movements, followed by 18 codes in the axial coding
stage and 3 codes in the selective coding stage. The first category of
underlying elements included the sub-categories of the philosophy of
genesis, the form of genesis, the origin of genesis, the form of movements,
the grounds of tendency, the areas of influence, the globalization
phenomenon, modernity and the media. The second category includes the
subcategories of exegesis, characteristics and forms, while the third category
involved outcomes with the subcategories of role, significance, applicants,
quality, attraction and changes. Conclusion: In their part, modernity and
globalization have basically changed the lifestyle of various social, cultural
and religious changes in different societies, with media playing an
outstanding role in this connection.
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The participation-based religious absorption pattern of young
girls in the Fanous Cultural-Religious Group of Isfahan
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Abstract

Popular religious organizations play an important role in attracting young girls to
religion by creating a safe and empowering environment. This research aims to
identify the pattern of religious attraction in the Fanous cultural-religious group of
Isfahan. The main question of the research is: What components is the model used
by Fanous based on and how does it attract young girls to religious participation?

The research was conducted with a qualitative approach and case study method.
Data were collected through semi-structured interviews with 36 people (including 12
staff members, 15 participating girls, and 9 parents), participatory observation in 24
sessions of group programs, and analysis of 17 internal documents and 236 social
media posts. Sampling was done in a purposive, snowball, and maximum diversity
manner. Data were analyzed using thematic analysis (Brown & Clark, 2006) in three
stages of descriptive, interpretive, and integrative coding.

The findings showed that the Fanous religious engagement model is based on
nine key themes: centrality of religious values, adherence to moral virtues, trust-
building, collective participation, audience empowerment, responsiveness to
audience needs, audience-centeredness, seriousness in implementation, and
empathetic leadership. These themes, in interaction with each other, form a
participatory and non-coercive process that leads to sustainable engagement and an
impact on girls’ religious attitudes.

Research limitations include the lack of generalizability of the case study results
and the possibility of interpretive bias resulting from the researcher’s long presence
in the field. This model can be used to redesign religious engagement programs in
other cultural-religious organizations.

Keywords: Method, Participatory religious outreach, Attraction, Religion, Girl and
Missionary, Fanoos Cultural-Religious Group of Isfahan.
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